
Kate Porter Jackson  Track 1  Dec. 18, 1979 interview (daughter of Jim Porter, son of 
Andrew J. Porter)

JC: (7:48) Steve (Steve Porter, son of Andrew J. Porter) lived pretty close to you didn’t 
he?

Kate:  Well he lived about 12 miles (7:52) from our home.

Dale:  12 miles?

Kate:  Uh huh.  We would go out there.  Me and my sister used to walk, take off on 
Friday evening, and walk out there, and walk back home.  I was scared of thunder and 
lightning, and she would just run me to death.  We would run until we just couldn’t run 
any longer.   My sister Bess was always full of life.  

JC:  She was?

Kate:  Ya, she was just full of life.  She was always trying to get a laugh.  She’d go to 
school.  She would get around with her and her girlfriend.  They would get on the outside
and catch some of the men sitting in the windows with their rear ends sticking out.  They 
would go around and stick hat pins under them.  They would jump and scream.  They got 
the biggest kick out of that.  My sister Bess was full of life.  (8:50)

JC:  (11:35) When did your family move up here?  (Middletown, Ohio)

Kate:  My mother and my two brothers moved up here when I was living in Maple Park.  

JC:  You were already married?

Kate:  Oh yes.  And they came and stayed with me until they could get a place.  I don’t 
know how many years ago that has been.  

JC:  Maple Park, was that up here?

Kate:  It is just up north of here a little ways.  

JC:  Were you the first one of your family that came up here?

Kate:  Ya.

JC:  Why did you come up here?

Kate:  Well, cause my husband didn’t have no work back there.  



JC:  He came up here to find a job?

Kate:  He come here and got a job at the recycle? (12:24) 

JC:  (14:25)  Did you talk your mom and brothers into coming up here?

Kate:  No, I didn’t talk them into it.  They just come here to get work.  They had been up 
to Springfield working, Bill & Charlie.  

JC:  Springfield, Ohio?  

Kate:  Ya.  They was working on a farm.  They liked it, and then went back home, then 
they moved up here.  Bill & Charles & Sarah stayed home longer than anybody else.  In 
fact, every one of my brothers and sisters has lived with me at some times, except for 
Andy and one other one.  Every one of my brothers and sisters has lived with me at some 
time.  And I said, I kept them all, but they never offered me no home.  When my husband 
died, I wasn’t offered no home.  My daughter offered me a home, but I mean brothers and
sisters.  None of them ever offered me a home.  His dad did (pointing to Dale Porter).  

Before his dad died, Jack went to Sarah one day.  He was up in the bathroom crying.  He 
said, “Bill, what is the matter?”  He said, “Well Jack, I know that we’re not paying, you 
was with him (speaking to Dale), I know we’re not paying what we ought to pay.”  He 
said, “I feel bad about it.”  Jack said, “Don’t you let that worry you for one minute.”   He 
said, “If I live, I will make it up to you someday.”   That’s what your dad said. (speaking 
to Dale)

I loved everyone of my brothers and sisters.  I got mad at my baby brother one time.  I 
would have killed him if I had a gun.  Cause he arrested Nels? (16:08) daddy.  I would 
just as soon he arrested me as arrested him.  Cause his daddy was my favorite one of all.  
My sister Bess that died.  

Lawd, Uncle Steve looks good there.  (referring to picture of Steve Porter, son of Andrew
J. Porter)  

Dale:  Does that bring back a lot of memories?
 
Kate:  Oh yes.  I lay in bed the other night, trying to think back to when I was a young 
girl, trying to think things over.  My mind’s not that good.  I can’t remember much 
anymore.  (16:40)

JC:  (17:35)  Have you ever seen a picture of your grandpa Porter?  (Andrew J. Porter)

Kate:  No.  

What did you say his name was (pointing to Granville Bumgardner in the Jim Porter 
family picture)



JC:  Granville Bumgardner.

Kate:  He used to come to our house a lot.  

Dale:  Why?

Kate:  I don’t know why, he just liked my Dad & Mother _____ is all I know.

JC:  He did?

Kate:  He would come there and stay for days at a time.  

JC:  You don’t remember when that picture was taken do you?

Kate:  No.  I sure don’t.  

JC:  I’d say that wasn’t more than a year or two before your dad was killed.  Charlie 
looks like he is 4 or 5 years old maybe.  

Dale:  How old was your dad when he got killed Aunt Kate?

Kate:  I can’t tell you.  It has been so many years, I don’t know how many years he has 
been dead.  

JC:  Let’s see, he was born in 1859, and died in 1906.  

Dale:  He would have been 47.

Kate:  How did you get all of that?  

JC:  I’ve been working on it for a couple years.  See, I am tracing all the family of your 
grandpa.  He had five sons and six daughters.  See, here is all five of his sons and two of 
his six daughters, in this picture.  

Kate:  Ya, Uncle Steve and Uncle John, that was the only two.  You say that is Uncle 
Levi?

JC:  Ya.  You’ve heard of Uncle Levi?

Kate:  Ya.

JC:  He was a mean one wasn’t he?

Kate:  What?



JC:  A mean guy?

Kate:  I don’t know whether he was or not.  (19:23)  I’m not going to say, cause I don’t 
know.   Uncle Steve was a good man.  There wasn’t a man on earth better than Uncle 
Steve Porter.  Uncle John, he was a good man.  They were both preachers.  But, I never 
thought he was as good to his family as he ought to be, like Uncle Steve was.  

JC:  He was?

Kate:  Yes, he was good to his family, and good to everybody.  Uncle John, he could have
been a lot better.  (19:55)  

Kate: (20:50)  We they (Ed & Andy) weren’t too much different in age.  He taught school,
Ed did.  He was away a lot.  

JC:  (28:30)  You say your mom was from down around Bowling Green?

Kate:  Ya.

JC:  What was her dad’s name?

Kate:  Well she was a Long, my mother was.  I don’t know his name.

JC:  You never saw him?

Kate:  No, I never saw none of them.  


